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ON THE AGSI CONFERENCE 
 
On 30th March I travelled to Dublin for the Garda Siochana Conference, held in Trim Co 
Meath. 
 
As a fraternal guest I was able to speak to many of the Delegates at the Conference and it was 
a productive time. 
 
The motions at Conference were similar to our own problems in the Police world of the UK, 
what was very disturbing was the motion to negotiate a restoration of the Garda pay to 2008 
levels.  The Garda Siochana have had a 30% cut in wages since 2008 and with Ireland now 
having a GDP of over 4% the Association believe it is time to align things to a decent pay 
deal.  They await with anticipation. 
 
The Garda are recruiting for the first time in years which again was a positive, there were very 
few positives coming from the Delegates, discussions were taking place concerning officers 
having Tactical Firearms training for all who carry firearms, which is not the case at present. 
 
There were the motions calling for more training of officers, the delegation of administrative 
work, a motion to allow members to serve within 30 miles of their home. All were debated in 
a passionate manner.  Rosters are a major concern and yet another pilot scheme was in 
operation and the Association were close to approving proposals by the Garda Management. 
 
There was a very well presented talk by the Professor L.O. Stomberg from Sweden an expert 
on the concerns of TETRA.  Listening to the talk gave grave concerns to all Police Officers 
using any type of radio or mobile telephone which uses electromagnetic fields.  He 
emphasised that WHO have concluded these can cause cancer in certain circumstances.  The 
Association are conducting their own evaluation of the report from Prof Stomberg. 
 
The AGSI lodged a complaint through EUROCOP regarding Ireland’s implementation of the 
European Social Charter. 
 
It centred on that Police Associations did not enjoy full trade union rights and this violated 
Articles 5, 6 & 21 of the European Social Charter. 
 
In June last year the European Committee of Social Rights agreed with the Association and 
the decision binding which gives the Association the “right to organise” the “right to bargain 
collectively” and the “right to consultation”. 
 
EUROCOP’s President, Anna Nellberg Dennis noted that this has important impacts upon 
Police Forces across Europe. 
 
An announcement that the Bienniel EUROCOP Conference is to be held in Dublin in 
November this year which has the backing of the Irish Government, the Minister for Justice 
said “we are proud to host our policing counterparts from across Europe”.  The Garda 
Commissioner stated “it will be an honour to host colleagues from across the EU”. 
 
I will end by saying thanks to Tim Galvin the AGSI President and John Redmond the General 
Secretary for their invite and welcome, it is vital we share best practice with other Forces and 
keep a working relationship between our Police family. 


