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|WEST YORKSHIRE POLICE
\In parinership with British Transport Police and northern forces

Nicholas Berry [representing constable ranks)
Philip Stone (representing sergeant ranks)
Andrew Ball, BTP [representing inspector ranks)

MOEE than 3040 officers from West orkehine Police, assisted by the British
Transport Police and other northem forces, were injured in Bradoed last puly
ir1 some of the worst moting in Britain for over 20 pears

During the height of the vinlence, when officers from eight forces had 1o be
drafted ir 10 assist West Yorkshire, more than 1000 rioers petrol bombed
palice lines, tore doun walls w burl bricks and rocks at officers. and aimsed
seaffolding, metal femcing and fireworks at them. A sinlen car was s¢t on fire
mnd. rolled down 2 hill weands edwesiod officers who managed o jump chear
and extinguishi the Aames, 1 was then discovered a butane gas cylinder had
besers prut oo the back seat ready o explde. The urban werror began on 7 ok
witwen 500 officers were deploved o police the cite They were anticipating 4
bansead march by the Bricsh Nagionad Party, which did mot, in the end, take
phace, A large nusmber of youtks, iy Asian, comgrigated to oppcss (e
BNP's appesrance. Sporadic outhreks of dsorder and viclenoe oocurred a
kocasioms arcund the city but were dealt with prompthe However, by 5.30 pan,
yutiths whis bad been gaihering in the morth of dhe city, started thowing bricks
el stonees al police officers and horses

Pulice re-inforcements were urgenghy reguired and, from then on, more youths
from the city made their way io the anca o sone police B, causing 1o
anid eonfision i local residents amd these innocently caught up. The skmning
contined for two hours when rioters began to erect barricades acroes the
mnain road. From ths time oowands, police officers in the frond lines feoed an
unprecedenied vicious and sustained astack. They were hopelssly outnum-
bereed gl sy, whis had Been an daty since cight s maming, were
exhausted. They wore wearing hesvy overalls, projective equipment dnd using
heavy shiekds in hot summer weather, The majority of tve injuries were
susstaimed by Weest Yorkshire and British Transport Police officers as they waited
for re-infercemnents. These induded concussion, broken seeth and bones
especially o the lower legs and shoulders, Several police dogs were injured
and several horses received stab wounds. |8 was only ai around 1130 pm, =
riolers” amenunition was running short, that the crowds began 1o disperse,
seiting fire to buildings and cars in eeir wake. The worst alfecied officers were
then relieved and re-inforcements were able b undertake dispersal mexsures
which ook a further four hours.

Richard Critchley, Federation representative, said: “But for the courage, dedica-
tioin and devotion to dusy shiren by every officer on duty in Bradford that night,
over kong periods, thoush eshausied, bleeding and suinansbered, there is no
doulhit the rioters wolkd hive sionmisd the city centre, The mvful consequences
1o e and property that would have ensued can only be amagined.”
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